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PREFACE

THis book is the result of a trip through Si-
beria and Central Asia, made by the author dur-
ing the summer and autumn of last year. It con-
sists mostly of letters written by him while on the
journey, which were published by several Western
newspapers.

Owing to the great and increasing importance
of the Eastern Question, the author has thought
that it might be of interest to his friends to have
these letters put into a more permanent form,
illustrated by many views taken by him at that
time. These views in themselves may, perhaps,
be his best excuse for the book, as they give a
better and clearer idea of these great regions than
any words of his can convey.

As the Eastern Question hinges largely.upon the
position of Russia, the author undertoo¥ this' trip
for the purpose of studying that country at short
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range; and, owing to exceptional privileges granted
to him, he has been led to think that the results
of his observations there may serve as a contribu-
tion to the better understanding of that question.
He has, therefore, issued this book for private cir-
culation, and asks the indulgence of his readers
for a work thrown off during the excitement and
fatigue of a long journey in new and most inter-
esting lands.

]. W. B.

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, April, 1899.
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SIBERIA AND CENTRAL ASIA

Trans-Siberian railway—Its commercial and political importance—
The effect it has already produced—Russia’s military strength
—Napoleon’s estimate of Russian soldiers—Probable interna-
tional complications to arise from Russia’s industrial advance
eastward—Our own relation thereto—General features of the
Trans-Siberian railway—The trains and their equipment—
Travel on the post-routes of Russia—Humane law respecting
horses.

Moscow, July, 1898.

I A starting, in a few hours, on a long and
somewhat trying journey right into the depths
of Siberia’ As most of my trip will be done on the
new Trans-Siberian railway, you may be perhaps
interested in the facts and details I have thus far
been enabled to collect concerning this extraordi-
nary enterprise, destined, as I believe, to have more
far-reaching political, commercial, and even ethno-
logical influences than any industrial and economic
scheme that has ever been conceived or executed.

It constitutes the first link in the great chain
that will bind in close union, harmony, and sym-
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pathy, two of the mightiest branches of the human
family, having racial and traditional affinities, and
embracing almost one-half of the human race.

Even in its partially completed condition, it has
already perceptibly tilted the political and com-
mercial world on its axis. It has thrown England
into a state of great alarm for the safety of India,
and has caused that descent of other European
nations upon the China littoral, where, in a limited
area, there is to be much future strife, wrangling,
and, perhaps, profitless warfare.

It almost takes one’s breath away to contemplate
the tremendous consequences that must ensue
when, through material or other agencies, peoples
whose wondrous past and present achievements
suggest vast latent possibilities, are united by a
common interest and policy. One can almost see
the certain absorption of Persia and the Ottoman
Empire on the one hand, and India on the other.
In such an event, the world may see four-fifths of
its population acting in accord, the permanence of
which is guaranteed by ethnical affinities.

In this view it must not be forgotten that, on
account of the impenetrability of this vast region,
no combination of forces could prevent or even
arrest the execution of policies and schemes that
diplomacy or interest might suggest. The history
of Russia alone points a valuable lesson in this
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connection. Of her population nearly nine-tenths
are engaged in agriculture. It is not in this respect
alone that she retains the characteristics of her
ancient pastoral progenitors. The retreat of the
Scythians before the hosts of Darius, described
by Herodotus with such lively interest, until the
invincible armies of Persia were worn out by the
pursuit of a foe that would not fight and could not
be captured ; the destruction of the legions under
Crassus, which gave rise to the Roman proverb,
“The retreat of the Parthians was more to be
dreaded than the advance of any other army;”
down to the burning of Moscow by Rostopchin,
which resulted in the annihilation of the greatest
army and the greatest captain the world ever saw;
shows that, like her ancestors, she possesses and is
ready to use the most fatal of resources.

But the military strength of Russia lies not
alone in this negative resource—which will ulti-
mately prove true of all Asiatic races—as she
surpasses all other nations in the extent of her
armament. Her standing army is computed at
1,500,000 to 2,000,000 of men, and she could
quickly put herself on a war footing of four or
five millions of men well appointed and equipped.
In St. Petersburg alone there are no less than
100,000, in Moscow 150,000, in the Crimea 150,000,
in Poland 160,000, and it is said that there are
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also a quarter of a million in the Caucasus alone,
and it is more than hinted that a large army is
even now quartered in Tibriz, the second city in
Persia. :

As by act of 1873 all able-bodied subjects of the
empire have to give a certain number of years of
active service in the army, one can form some idea
of what a vast military element exists among
130,000,000 of people, and which could, under an
emergency, be quickly materialized into an avail-
able army.

They are, moreover, of the best fighting material
in the world, being obedient, patient, subservient
to rule and discipline, and rugged and hardy, un-
equalled, perhaps, by any other race.

When looking at the splendid armies one sees
everywhere, one does not wonder at Napoleon’s
saying after his reverse at Moscow, “ that if he had
an army of Russians, it would not be long before
the universe had but one god and the world only
one emperor.” The discomfiture of the English at
Pekin at the hands of Pavloff, and the still more
recent and equally humiliating one at the court of
Persia by the Russian minister thgre, shows that
Russia is as skilful and powerful in diplomacy as
in the field. Her recent appropriation of go mil-
lions of dollars—making over 300 millions within
a few years—for the building of iron-clads, caused
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England to hastily revise her budget, attended with
ugly rumors of the necessity of some sort of con-
scription.

The spectre of approaching Russian Asiatic
domination, with its sure bearing upon India, no
doubt has led to the recent frantic desire of Eng-
land for alliances, even when of the most incongru-
ous nature. Our own country has a destiny apart
from all other nations, and I hope it will keep clear
of all those complications that would hamper it in
its right growth and development. No nation has
ever equalled the Americans in those admirable
qualities so necessary for the settlement and de-
velopment of new countries.

This is our special province and our appointed
destiny, and in the Western Hemisphere alone
there will be for all time an ample field wherein to
exercise our choicest energies and abilities. If we
prove true to ourselves and our manifest duties,
and allow no dissipation of our energies and forces
by becoming involved in the intricate affairs of re-
mote countries, but confine our expansive forces
to the Western Hemisphere, we will quickly build
up an empire second to none. I should regret to
see our country lose its *“free hand ” by any alliance
which in these days of growing international com-
plications must prove entangling. It would be es-
pecially undesirable with a nation under whose gen-
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tle allurements of philanthropy and “unrestricted
trade,” and much display of *unctuous rectitude,”
there too often lies the covert desire to use other
people in the accomplishment of her selfish aims.

Excuse this digression. I set out to simply
write you of my Siberian trip. The line of the
Trans-Siberian railway runs in a general way
through middle European Russia, the centre of the
southern part of Western Siberia, and along the
southern border of Eastern Siberia. Its western
terminus is Moscow, and in the east, Vladivostok
on the Pacific Ocean. It is difficult to determine
its exact length, as the recent Russian-Chinese rela-
tions that have sprung up have caused Russia to
change the original route down the Amur River in
East Siberia. A commission has recently left here
to make a new survey from a point about 1,200
miles west of Vladivostok, with the intention of
radiating from that point several lines through
Manchuria eastward, as China has recently given
Russia extensive concessions in that province.
One of these lines will run direct to Vladivostok
through Manchuria, and; joining with the main
line from Moscow, will thus make a much shorter
route than the one originally designed to run down
the Amur River, of which nearly 1,000 miles is now
completed. Even under the new survey the line
will not be less than 6,100 miles long.
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There is now completed about 4,000 miles of
road from Moscow east, on which trains are run-

TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY TRAIN.—OBSERVATION COMPARTMENT IN
REAR CAR
ning. On the last 1,000 miles, however, only con-
struction trains are running, with an occasional
mixed passenger train at intervals of about a fort-
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night. In the last six weeks they have put on a
through train that runs from Moscow to Tomsk,
on the Tom River. This train leaves once in ten
days and furnishes fairly comfortable facilities.
Ordinary trains that break the journey at many
points run also, at irregular intervals, as far as
Omsk. The distance from Moscow to Tomsk is
about 3,000 miles. It is the through train that I
am taking. Whatever expeditions I make east of
Tomsk will have to be done on construction trains,
or over the old Siberian post-route by troikas or
droshkies—curious vehicles drawn by three or five
horses.

It is most difficult to get anything like accurate
information concerning either this great line or the
country along the road east of the Volga River, as
few travellers as yet have gone into that region.
Judging, however, from what I see here at the
western terminus of the road, everything is being
done in the most thorough manner, and indicates
that the Russian is fully alive to the great value
this road will be to the Empire, and the marvellous
changes to be wrought by it.

The station here, at which the line begins, is a
marvel of architecture. Next to that of the Grand
India Peninsular Railroad in Bombay, it is the
most splendid railway station I have ever seen. In
its features, it furnishes additional evidence of what
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you discover on all hands as you go eastward, of
the fusion of things Occidental and Oriental. In
this structure the bizarre effect produced by the
blending of the plain, practical materiality of the
West with the florid idealism of the East is at
once surprising and charming. It is more like a
palace than a railway station.

The Government (for almost all railways here
are run by the Government) is most active in its
preparations for the future operation of the road.
I was shown a train in course of preparation that
is to be one of the many that are to run over the
entire length of the line when completed. The
scale of magnificence upon which they are to be
operated is a surprise even to one familiar with
the splendor of our own metropolitan trains.

The trains will be composed wholly of sleep-
ing, parlor, and dining cars, an elegant salon occu-
pying fully one-half of each car at the middle,
having piano, writing-tables, maps, library, etc.
Besides the usual toilet-room there is an elegant
bath-room, where at a small cost we can have a
warm or cold bath. There is also to be a room
fitted up especially for gymnastic exercise, with
dumb-bells, frictional apparatus for muscular de-
velopment, and all the newest belongings of such
an establishment. The trains will be of the ves-
tibule type, with electric lights and signals, air
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brakes, and other first-class accessories. In addi-
tion to the general director of the train, each car
has for its service a porter and a special guard, so
that a train of seven or eight passenger coaches
will have from twenty to thirty officials and em-
ployees connected with it. In fine, when once in
full operation, they will, in luxui‘y and comfort,
more resemble a trans-Atlantic steamship than a
trans-Asiatic railway train.

The compartments, on account of extreme
height and size, will have an airy comfort quite
in agreeable contrast with the low ceilings and
stuffy character of many of our first-class cars.
Not least of the inspiring things of this great
enterprise is the low fare that will be charged,
being less than one cent and a half per mile,
including expense of sleeping-car.  As the
through trains can be run at thirty to thirty-
four miles per hour, the trip from Moscow to
Vladivostok will ultimately be made in eight to
nine days. It is not among the improbable
things that within ten yéars one can make a con-
tinuous trip from Paris to Pekin, a distance of
something over 8,000 miles.

If this route does not become the most interest-
ing and agreeable in the world, it will not be the
fault of the Russian government. One can form
some feeble notion of the vast future possibilities
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when we reflect that it is the connecting link
between 500 millions of people in the east and
300 millions in the west. It is my intention to
go to Irkutsk, and also to Tobolsk, if the journey
by the old post-route does not prove too fatigu-
ing. Post travel is anything but a luxury in
Russia. Although the roads on the main routes
are excellent, almost equal to those in France,
the troikas are much wanting in comfort, and the
Isvoshtchik is a furious driver and the horses
are spirited.

They usually have from three to five horses,
according to condition of road, and hitched
abreast. The posts are about cighteen versts—
twelve miles—apart, where relays are secured.
When ready to start, the driver takes the lines
in his hands, and scarcely touches his seat when
the horses suddenly spring into a full gallop,
which pace they keep right up until the next post
is reached. A distance of 200 miles can thus
readily be covered in a day; that is, in a day and
night. The driver, however, is a lazy fellow, and
a vast amount of time is needlessly wasted in the
change of horses. Were it not for this delay, 250
miles or more might easily be made. I am told
that in some cases military and other officials
make over 300 miles in a day on sledges in the
winter.
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Speaking of horses, there is a notable law in
effect in most of the large Russian towns concern-
ing them, that deserves especial mention. Among
the curious things that arrest the attention on ar-
riving in Moscow, is the entire absence of whips

RUSSIAN ISVOSHTCHIK, OR DROSHKY DRIVERS

among the drivers of carriages, cabs, and all sorts
of vehicles. On inquiry, I was informed that there
was a law prohibiting their use or in any way pun-
ishing a horse. I don't believe there is a single
whip in use in Moscow. Even to strike a horse
with a catch of the lines is forbidden, and punished

-
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if discovered. The excellent condition of the
horses fully attests the benefits of this humane law.
Nothing can exceed the beauty of the sleek and
well-groomed horses used in the carriages of
Moscow.

I have succeeded in securing the services of an
excellent valet. He is a Caucasian, a native of
Tiflis. His native language is Russian, but he
speaks English quite well, as also French, German,
Italian, Swedish, Tartar, and almost everything
else. Although he has never been to Siberia, still
his knowledge of the country and its customs will
render him most useful to me. I will write you
again when I get beyond the Volga River and
Ural Mountains, where the novel attractions of

Asiatic Russia really begin.
2
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The Russian steppes—Their similarity to the prairies and plains of
the United States—The lands of Russia—Geological division
of the same—The great Tschernoziom lands of Russia—Their
capacity and products—System of farming in Russia—The
yearly production of cereals—Exports of same—Russian live
stock and emport statistics—Manufacturing and mining indus-
tries—Culture of Indian corn—Population of Russia—Distribu-
tion of same—The rural and urban population of Russia—
Dwellings and other buildings in the villages.

TSCHELJABINSK, SIBERIA, August, 1889.

I am writing you from Tscheljabinsk (pronounced
Chee-lay-ah-binsk), a small but interesting and pic-
turesque town 100 miles east of the Ural Moun-
tains, and about 1,400 miles east of Moscow. The
route I have come, therefore, is much the same as
going from Indianapolis to Denver.

Not only in distance does the comparison hold,
but in a striking manner in a geographic and physi-
cal sense also. Toall Americans who have travelled
to the Rocky Mountains through the States of
IHinois, Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska,
the country I have come through is easy to de-
scribe. To simply say it is exactly like it would
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constitute a more or less perfect description. In-
deed, I have never seen any two things more abso-
lutely similar than are the prairie and plain regions
of our country and that vast region lying in south-
east Russia, extending from Tula cast to the Ural
Mountains, a distance of over 1,000 miles, and from
Nijni Novgorod south to the Caspian Sea, a dis-
tance of 1,200 miles. It is called by the Russians
Tschernoziom, or black earth. It is also known as
the steppe, which is Russian for prairie. The soil
is black, and seems identical with that of Illinois
and Iowa, although, I think, somewhat stronger
than in those States.

To generalize crudély, the lands of Russia
would be divided into two classes: the woodland,
covering the northern part and composed of the
rougher elements or detritus of the ancient glacier
that once spread over the greater part of Russia,
and by whose action its varied soils were pro-
duced ; and the Tschernoziom, covering in a gen-
eral way the southern half of the country.

The first is covered mainly with forests, marshes,
and sand wastes, although interspersed with many
deposits of vegetable mould, giving more or less im-
portant areas for culture. The Tschernoziom region
is almost coincident with that of the steppe. It
extends in a northeastern direction over thirty
or forty of the largest provinces of Russia, from
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Podolia and Bessarabia in the southwest, to Ufa
and the Urals in the east, and from the Black
Sea to Moscow.

This formation is of surpassing fertility, and
within its limits the greater portion of the nation’s
agricultural surplus is produced. It covers an area
of something like 300 millions of acres, and in its
productive capacity must exceed that of the other
lands in European Russia.

Spring wheat, rye, oats—indeed, all the cereals
grow here in the most wonderful manner in a fair
season, and every acre is under a good state of
cultivation.

The system of farming practised throughout the
Tschernoziom region and much in vogue in the
steppe formations generally, such as the Kuban and
Don Cossack regions in southern Volga districts
and the northern Caucasus, is what is known as
the resting system. It is simply the alternation
of cereal crops at stated intervals with pasturage.
By giving up the lands to pasture that have been
cropped for several years with various grains, the
soil recuperates naturally without much aid of arti-
ficial fertilizers. It is practically the same method
followed by many of our own farmers, and known
as converting cultivated fields into fallow lands.

There will therefore be found, throughout great
areas, many open fields devoted to grazing, and
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supporting great herds of cattle, sheep, horses, and
other domestic animals, interspersed among fields
devoted to the culture of rye, wheat, oats, spelt,
and other cereals.

A few statistics as to what Russia is producing
in the way of grains, while they may not prove in-
teresting, may at least be instructive. In 1893-94,
in the fifty governments of European Russia—not
including Finland and Poland—there was a little
over 24,000,000 of desetines, or about 65,000,000
acres, given to rye, which in this country ranks
as of first importance, and constitutes the main
article of food consumed by the masses, especially
the peasantry. This will serve to explain why so
large a proportion of a relatively small wheat
crop is exported to foreign markets.

Just here it may be well to take some note of
Russia’s grain shipments to foreign countries.
During the six years from 1888 to 1893 inclusive,
which also embraces the famine year of 189o—91,
her exports of all grains amounted to an annual
average of 380,000,000 pouds, or nearly 220,000,
000 bushels. Of this total, 320,000,000 pouds, or
a little over 200,000,000 bushels, was made up of
the four great cereal staples—wheat, rye, barley,
and oats; wheat alone accounts for an annual
average during those years of 150,000,000 pouds,
or 90,000,000 bushels ; oats, 58,000,000 bushels ;
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barley, 40,000,000 bushels, and rye, 41,000,000
bushels. Thus it will be seen that, estimating
by weight, wheat constituted during those years
almost half of the gross grain exports. The total
value of Russia’s entire annual exports and imports
is about $700,000,000, and the value of her exports
exceeds that of her imports by about $1 50,000,000
per annum.

The outturn of rye for 1893—94 was nearly 700,-
000,000 bushels. Of the lands given to this crop,
I might add that nearly 19,000,000 desetines, or
about three-fourths, belong to the peasants, and
the remaining 5,000,000 to the large landed pro-
prietors. Both spring and winter wheats are cul-
tivated, the latter mainly in the southern and
southeastern governments, and the former in the
western portion and the higher latitudes. They
are, moreover, produced in the proportion of about
six acres of the former to three of the latter.

In 1893-94 there were 240,000,000 bushels of
wheat produced, of which the peasants are accred-
ited with the usual proportion of six-tenths. Oats
were cultivated to the extent of 36,000,000 acres,
with a yield of nearly 600,000,000 bushels. The
yield of barley was 136,000,000 bushels, and of
buckwheat 60,000,000 bushels. Besides, some
40,000,000 acres were devoted to other cereals,
such as millet, pease, spelt, potatoes, etc.
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It might also be mentioned as an important
feature in the agriculture of this country that the
beet-sugar industry is a large and rapidly growing
one. In 1893 there were 800,000 acres under
beets, yielding 335,000,000 pouds, or about 600,000
tons of sugar. To manufacture this there were, at
that time, 230 factories in Russia, employing some
90,000 persons.

There were in Russia in 1893, 26,000,000 horses,
over 34,000,000 cattle, 65,000,000 sheep, and over
12,000,000 swine. The dairy interest is large,
widely diffused, and rapidly growing. Beside, sup-
plying almost incalculable quantities for home
consumption, butter, cheese, and other products
of this industry are extensively exported. From
1886 to 1893 the annual average exportation was,
of cheese nearly 3,000,000 pounds, and of butter
16,000,000 pounds.

Live stock is an important article of export,
and of wool there is an annual exportation of
70,000,000 pounds. It may not be an unin-
teresting fact to mention that of the rather insig-
nificant item of hogs’ bristles over 6,000,000
pounds are sent to foreign countries yearly.

Having given somewhat in detail the agricul-
tural capabilities and products of Russia, it may
be well to here present briefly, in so far as avail-
able statistics may disclose, what she is doing in
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the way of manufacturing. In 1892, there were
in Russia 34,680 manufactories, employing nearly
1,500,000 operatives and workmen, producing
about $800,000,000 worth of products, or an
annual output of $550 for each workman.

Of this number there were 2,350 manufactories
engaged in producing cotton, linen, woollen, and
kindred fabrics, and employing 425,200 operatives.
Nearly 3,000 factories were engaged in making
leather goods. Of flour, starch, malt, wool, saw-
mills, and others of like nature, there were 8,150,
employing 80,000 operatives. Of cast-iron there
were produced in 18go about 1,200,000 tons,
employing 233,000 workmen. There were 1,881
manufactories and mills engaged in producing
iron, steel, machinery, and other metal products,
employing 118,000 workmen, with an annual
turnover of about $100,000,000. In nearly 2,000
mines (gold, copper, platinum, silver, lead, tin,
and other metals), there were employed 106,000
workmen.

The flax and hemp products of Russia merit
especial mention, since it easily ranks the rest of
the world in this important industry. In 18go—
91 the entire world’s crop of flax fibre was 1,102,-
600,000 pounds. Of this total Russia produced
630,000,000 of pounds, or nearly sixty per cent.
In that ycar Russia produced 306,400,000 pounds
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of hemp fibre, or near forty per cent. of the entire
European crop.

It will thus be seen that of these two valuable
staples Russia is to be credited with nearly one-
half of the world’s product. Of this amount she
gathers yearly, about one-third is consumed in her
own mills, and in this branch of manufacturing
she stands second only to Great Britain, having
in operation 420,000 spindles and 13,000 looms,
or more than one-third of those in operation in
the United Kingdom, and somewhat in excess of
either France, Germany, Italy, or other European
states. Her exports of flax and hemp fibre are
over 500,000,000 pounds annually.

Without a moment’s intermission, you see on all
hands the landscape stretching away in intermi-
nable prairies and rolling plains. As in our own
country, it is traversed by a few large rivers and
many small streams, and by those peculiar western
gullies or draws, fringed with shrubbery.

On looking out of the car window, were it not
for the quaint appearance of the people, with their
queer, particolored costumes, the Saracenic aspect
imparted by the mosque-like churches, with their
rich coloring and gilded domes, that dot the land-
scape everywhere, one would think he was in
Illinois or Nebraska. The land, like our western
plains, supports a rich herbage, and is covered with
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great herds of cattle, sheep, horses, etc. While
the cattle are neither so large nor well bred as in
America, still they furnish an excellent beef; in
fact, I never ate a finer beefsteak than you will
get along the route at the hotels and railway
restaurants.

To an American, the one great difference be-
tween this and the great West is the conspicuous
absence of Indian corn. As this is about latitude
fifty-six degrees, being nearly 1,000 miles north of
the Ohio River, it will not mature here, but in
South Russia and the Caucasus it grows and
matures quite as well as in America.

The area of Indian corn in Russia proper is
given at only a little over 1,000,000 acres, with
a production of 18,000,000 bushels. This is,
however, confined to a small extent of country
closely bordering on the Black Sea. In the
northern Caucasus, however, and the western part
of the trans-Caucasian region, immense quantities
are grown, and yield a large surplus for foreign
markets.

The distribution of population in Russia is some-
what peculiar. As I have before said, nearly nine-
tenths of the people are engaged in agriculture,
and only from ten per cent. to fourteen per cent.
live in the cities.

In 1893, out of a total population in European
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Russia of 91,800,000, including the governments
of Finland and Poland, about 80,000,000 were resi-
dents of the country and only 12,000,000 lived in
the cities. In Asiatic Russia (Siberia, the Cau-

RUSSIAN PEASANT'S LOG CABIN IN COMMUNE OR VILLAGE

casus, and Central Asia), even a more marked dis-
proportion exists, as out of a total population of
18,000,000 in those countries, less than 2,000,000
were dwellers in the cities.
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There are a few grand cities like St. Petersburg,
Moscow, Warsaw, and Odessa, with from 250,000
to over 1,000,000 inhabitants ; then there are quite
a number of cities of 40,000 to 150,000 inhab-

A VILLAGE ON THE RUSSIAN STEPPES

itants; after that, there arc none that possess the
features of a great city, or that can be classed as
such. The rest of the population is wholly con-
tained in farm villages or communes of from s50
to 300 or goo familics (as the Russian farmer
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rarely lives on his farm), scattered in immense
numbers throughout the country. It is not an
uncommon thing that a dozen of these villages
are in sight at one time.

The buildings of these villages are mostly of
wood and thatched. Many of them are made of
of logs and much resemble the primitive log cabin
the West. Being, however, more ornate in ex-
terior finish, and in contour resembling very much
the Swiss chalet, they often have a pleasing effect.
There invariably rises out of the midst of these
villages an imposing church edifice, always of the
Greek Church, most beautiful in its exquisite pro-
portions and rich coloring.



IT1

Emancipation of the serfs—Peasants now great land-owners—
Emancipation rescript of Alexander II., in 1861—Condition
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of serfs liberated under the emancipation act—Date of the proc-
lamation—The peaceful accomplishment of this great act—
Peace rescript of the present Czar—Is Russia rightly understood
by other nations ?

IN no country, perhaps, not even excepting
France, where the desire to possess land assumes
almost the form of a mania, is there to be found a
class so supremely a land-owning class as the peas-
antry of Russia. Excluding a few provinces in
Finland, Poland, and the Baltic, it is rare to find
among the peasants of this country one who
does not possess a lot or tract of land of some size,
somewhere in the circle of the empire. Indeed, it
is said that even the artisans and laborers in the
towns and villages are almost invariably the owners
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of a plot of land, sometimes even in remote quar-
ters of Russia. :

This fact constitutes one of the impediments to
a more rapid and general development of the man-
ufacturing and industrial interests of Russia. The
agricultural element so vastly predominating over
the urban, necessitates a reliance upon the rural
population to supply the needed labor in the facto-
ries. The devotion of the peasant to his humble
holding of land, to which he invariably returns at
stated seasons to cultivate, thus abandoning his
position as an artisan, prevents that permanent
organization of labor so needful to secure success
in manufacturing and commercial enterprises.

This exceptional feature of peasant life finds, in
some measure, a solution in the condition of this
class prior to the emancipation act of Alexander
Il. in 1861. .

Previous to that great epoch the peasants were
entirely the serfs of either the state, the crown, or
the nobility, to whom they stood in a relation of
the closest personal dependence. Of the whole
peasant or serf class, there was, at that time, some-
thing like 11,000,000 families, of which about
forty-six per cent. belonged respectively each to
the state and the nobility—or private persons—
and about eight per cent. to the crown. Those
who lived on the lands of the nobility were usually

3
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permitted to cultivate a tract of land at their own
expense, out of which they derived their subsist-
ence, and it became known as the peasant lot.
Beyond this necessary labor, he was bound to work
under the direction, control, and for the sole benefit
of the landlord, who possessed the legal right,
under vague limitations, to dispose of the person
and property of the peasant. Thus, by the sanc-
tion of custom and long usage, there dawned that
first peasant proprietary right or usufruct, which
under the benign rescript of 1861 suddenly bright-
ened into the full day of individual freedom and
property right. By this act of emancipation, not
only was the obligatory relation of dependence of
peasant to owner absolved, but it also provided for
a compulsory redemption of the lands of the no-
bility or private owners occupied under the former
shadowy rights of the peasants. Not at once,
however, were these lands redeemed, as by an
agreement betwcen the interested parties the
peasants were allowed to occupy their former
holdings of the lands of their old masters by the
payment of an annual rental, which land the gov-
ernment apportioned to them, becoming inalien-
able.

The same arrangement was made respecting the
peasants that belonged to the state and the crown,
except that such peasants were not obliged, under
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the proclamation, to begin the redemption of their
lands until 1885, while for those peasants who were
the property of private parties the date was fixed
at 1881. To carry into practical effect this obliga-
tory redemption of lands, the government issued
its bonds to the old land-owners to an amount es-
timated on the rental value of the lands. This
debt was to be liquidated by the peasants in the
course of forty-nine years, by annual instalments
of principal and interest.

To facilitate this redemption measure, state
peasant banks were founded, which loaned money
to the peasants on easy terms, taking a mortgage
on the lands as a security. It might be further
stated that the lands were allotted to the males
only, and without regard to age, and largely to
the communes, which were at the same time given
the amplest powers of local self-government.

To aid in forming some just idea of the scope of
this memorable act, and the stupendous changes
wrought by it, I will briefly collate a few facts and
figures that official statistics supply. For conveni-
ence, I will divide the lands that passed under this
proclamation into three classes or groups, viz. :
those that comprise holdings from two to seven
acres, those from seven to seventeen acres, and
those from eighteen to over forty acres.

We find that an allotment of lands from two to
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seven acres was made to 6,280,000 males, aggre-
gating in the total 37,800,000 acres. Of this num-
ber of peasants, 4,833,300 were formerly those
belonging to private parties, and the remainder,
1,447,000, those belonging to the crown and the
state. Out of the total allotment of 37,800,000
acres, 27,800,000 acres went to the peasants for-
merly belonging to private parties, averaging about
five and a half acres per male, while 10,000,000
acres went to the former peasants of the crown
and state, averaging nearly seven acres per male.

For the second class—that is, allotments of seven
to seventeen acres—there was granted 154,171,800
acres, distributed among 12,400,000 males, or an
average of 12.4 acres per capita. Of the total
number of serfs who fell within this group under
this class, 5,572,200 were those that belonged to
private parties, and 6,830,000 that were owned
by the crown and the state. To the former were
allotted 64,320,200 acres, or nearly twelve acres
per capita, and to the latter nearly 90,000,000
acres, or a per capita holding of about thirteen
acres. In the third class—from eighteen to over
forty acres—we find there were 3,714,390 males,
and an aggregate of 124,979,000 acres, or 33.4 per
male. Of the total serf or private class in this
group, 3,369,600 were owned by the state and the
crown, to whom was alloted 115,979,000 acres,
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or an average of thirty-four acres to each male.
The peasants that had been held by private
parties in this class were 344,796, to whom were
granted 8,666,000 acres, or nearly twenty-five
acres as an average to each male.

To summarize, we find that there was a male
population of something over 22,000,000, to whom
under the rescript of 1861 there were allotted
316,200,000 acres, or an average of nearly fifteen
acres for each. Of the grand total of serfs
manumitted by that act, 10,800,000, or nearly
one-half, were those of private owners. The other
half, excepting the small number owned by the
church and monasteries, was the property of the
state and the crown.

The lands, therefore, for the obligatory redemp-
tion of which the government provided by the
issuance of its bonds, amounted to a trifle over
100,000,000 acres, or somewhat less than one-
third of all the lands transferred by this act, being
an average of a little less than ten acres per
capita. There were, therefore, left of the state
and crown lands about 215,000,000 acres, to be
apportioned among something over 11,000,000
holdings, or about twenty acres per capita.

Very naturally, some notable results followed
a change in condition so fundamental and at the
same time so rapid, and it speaks well for the
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sterling qualities and character of this great
class that a transformation so swift and radical
carried with it so little confusion and disorder.
The wusual desire to accumulate speedily grew
up among a people who hitherto were without
property, when they found themselves suddenly
endowed with such a substantial evidence of
wealth as land. As a result, the peasantry of
Russia, since the act of 1861, have added by
purchase to their holdings acquired under that
act, over 50,000,000 acres, so that they now hold
some 370,000,000 acres, or, as before stated,
over one-third of the arable acreage of European
Russia.

One of the direct results of this newly created
and extensive ownership of lands is that the con-
flict between capital and labor exists to a less
degree in this country, perhaps, than in any other.
As the land acquired by the peasant is as a rule
not sufficient in itself to consume his whole labor
or yield a full support to himself and family, he
is therefore compelled to repair this deficiency
by seeking service under the owner of a larger
estate, in some factory or other occupation.

Having become a land-owner himself, however,
and therefore receiving in some degree a reward
for his labor through his own capital, he thus
stands in quite a different relation to one whose
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employment he seeks, than the laborer who
derives his'reward for services wholly from the
capital of another. This necessity on the part
of the peasant to supplement the labor on his
own insufficient tract of land by employment
elsewhere, causes a movement among the rural
classes which, if not rightly understood, might
lead to a very erroneous impression.

The almost incredible number of peasants that
one meets on all lines of travel in this country
at certain seasons of the year would seem to
indicate that they were a very uneasy, shifting,
and discontented class. But this is not true, since
almost the entire migratory movements of this
class arise out of a quest for employment else-
where than on their own inadequate lot or tract
of land, to which they invariably return with
punctual regularity at certain times and seasons,
as they are devoted to their little lot of land,
and they allow nothing to separate them for long
from it. Even when some poor peasant—as it
often occurs—acquires wealth in some distant
place as a merchant, or in other pursuits, and
becomes the owner of buildings and other prop-
erty in a city, he invariably retains his member-
ship in the commune from whence he came, and
he clings to his little holding of land there; for, as
he says, his lot of land cannot be taken from
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him, and it would afford him and his children a
living should he chance to lose his accumulated
wealth.

It is only when a peasant emigrates to some
distant province that he permanently severs the
bond that binds him to the little lot acquired
under the emancipation act of 1861. Indeed, I
was informed by those connected with the move-
ment for the settlement of the new lands in
diberia and elsewhere, that the tenacity with
which the peasant adheres to his tract of land
was one of the obstacles in the way of emigration
to the new and distant lands, and that it was no
uncommon thing for a peasant to voluntarily
abandon larger and better holdings in new coun-
tries and return again to his little lot in the old
commune.

This firm attachment of so large a class to the
lands of the country, and the fact that five-sixths
of her population are engaged in the simple, invig-
orating, and healthful pursuit of agriculture, con-
ducing to a sound national vitality and energy,
is a circumstance not to be lost sight of in
considering what Russia’s future is to be, in the
possible clash of nations that may be precipitated
some day by the pressure and necessities of a
population existing under the highly artificial,
intricate, and transitory conditions of an urban life.
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It was on February 19, 1861, over two months
prior to the outbreak of civil war in America, and
nearly two years before our own great Lincoln
issued his emancipation proclamation, that the
memorable rescript of the Czar Alexander II.
flashed through the long night of Russian serf-
dom and upon the world, bringing immediate free-
dom to an enslaved class almost one-half greater
in number than the entire population of the whole
United States at that time, both slave and free.
By a wise and humane foresight, there were, also,
provisions embodied in this very act to enable a
hitherto dependent class to speedily become, in
a measure, self-sustaining, and in other- ways to
assume the burdens, duties, and obligations created
by their newly acquired rights and condition.
Thus it was that we see a complete reversal of the
old order of things, the serfs becoming the owners
of the lands they occupied and for the use of
which they served their masters, which lands, in
turn, under this decree, the masters were com-
pelled to apportion among their former serfs,
creating thereby what is, perhaps, the largest
single body of land-owners on the globe.

When we consider that the serf system was the
growth of centuries, and had become intimately in-
terwoven in every fibre of the political, social, and
economic institutions and traditions of Russia ; and,
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further, that the purposes contemplated by the act
have been realized in the fullest measure, with-
out drawing a sword or firing a gun, it deservedly
stands as the most remarkable achievement in the
interests of humanity ever accomplished by a ruler
or a nation.

Thirty-seven years later we find the head of this
great nation, the grandson of the serf-freeing Czar,
again startling the world by the issuance of another
rescript, making for the peace and weal of the
world in a no less remarkable manner. Let us
hope that the success attending the benign efforts
of his great predecessor will crown the efforts of
the present ruler. With these examples before us,
despite a prejudice that may exist against this
people—the cause of which can only be suspected
—one finds himself irresistibly impelled to seriously
inquire what manner of nation, after all, this really
is, that it should so far anticipate all others by
voluntarily taking the initiative in measures calcu-
lated to so profoundly effect and promote the free-
dom, peace, and welfare of the human race.
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Stations and restaurants on Siberian railway—Equipment and safety
of road—Syzran on the Volga River—The Tartar—Bridge on
Siberian railway over the Volga River—The Volga, its size and
importance as a highway—First view of the Ural Mountains—
Their height, etc.—The city of Zlatoust—Government works
and mines in the Ural Mountains—Summit of the Urals—En-
trance into Siberia—Some facts concerning the Russian Empire
—Eastern slope of the Ural Mountains—Crop conditions in the
Volga valley—A look ahead.

THE Siberian railway, like all railways in Russia,
is well constructed, the road-bed firm, track well
ballasted, generally with stone, at least as far as
Tscheljabinsk, and easy gradients. The road has a
five-foot gauge, uniform with all the roads in Euro-
pean Russia. This, gives an ample breadth to the
cars, which, with thgir unusual height, imparts an
air of comfort not possessed by roads of narrower
gauge and less height of ceiling in the car. The
stations, without exception, are clean and hand-
some, constructed often of wood, but frequently of
brick or stone. It is a perfect delight to take a
meal in the restaurants. They have a most agree-
able custom of furnishing meals. On entering the
dining-room, you will find at one end an immense
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sideboard literally groaning under a load of newly
prepared Russian dishes, always piping hot, and of
such a bewildering variety as to range through the
whole gamut of human fancy and tastes.

You are given a plate, with a knife and fork.
Making your own selection, you retire to any of the
neatly-spread tables to enjoy your meal at your
leisure, and, I might add, with infinite zest, for
travel in this country, besides pleasing the eye,
quickens the palate. The price, too, is a surprise
to one accustomed to metropolitan charges. You
can get soup, as fine a beefsteak as you ever ate,
a splendid roast chicken, whole, done in Russian
style, most toothsome and juicy; potatoes and other
vegetables, a bottle of beer, splendid and brewed
in this country, for one ruble—about fifty cents.

Safety seems to be the one idea uppermost in the
minds of the railway ministry. Beside the electri-
cal and other appliances used in the best railway
practice, they have an immense army of guards
both for the train and the track. The road is
divided into sections of one verst each—about two-
thirds of a mile. For each section there is built a
neat little cottage in which the guard and his family
live.. It is the duty of this guard or one of his
family to patrol a section night and day. As soon
as a train passes, the guard steps into the middle of
the track, holds a flag—at night a lantern—aloft and
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watches the retreating train until it passes into the
next verst or section. Where there is a heavy
curve that prevents the view of the road for the
distance of a verst, several guards are employed

SYZRAN ON THE VOLGA RIVER

on a section. A train is, therefore, never out of
sight of a guard.

I might add that women often perform this ser-
vice, which is quite apart from that of the section
gang, whose duty is to repair the road. On the
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Siberian railway, as far as Tomsk, there are to be
nearly 4,000 of these cottages for the use of the
guards; a very costly precaution, but one that
gives a pleasing sense of security to the traveller.
With the exception of the great post routes to
Siberia, the Caucasus, and main highways in Eu-
ropean Russia, which are first class and compare
well with other countries, the common roads of
Russia are indifferent, scarcely equal to those of
our own country.

On leaving Moscow, there are no towns worthy
of being called cities excepting at long intervals,
but farm villages are passed with rapid frequency,
since of the immense farming class, as I have stated,
none dwell on the farms they cultivate, but live
wholly in villages or communes. The first town
that is possessed of especial interest is Syzran, in
the valley of the Volga. It is the centre of an im-
mense grain trade, since it is surrounded by one of
the best and richest cereal-growing regions in East:
Russia. There are celebrated tanneries there.

Here, also, one discovers in feature and quaint
costume the first traces of the true Tartar, which,
at Samara, 100 miles on, develops into a distinct
class and pronounced type. On looking at these
tawny and grizzled representatives of a once power-
ful race, the mind reverts to the mighty warriors
that, from Attila down, swept like a blighting
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scourge over Asia and Europe, leaving a Tartar
trail even on the steppes of Russia.
At Batraki, another important grain port, and

BATRAKI ON THE VOLGA

celebrated for the fine quality of caviare, the rail-

road crosses the Volga. The bridge here, owing

to its immense size and the difficulties encountered

in its construction, deserves well to be classed

among the world’s great structures of this kind.
4
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It is only a little short of a mile in length, being
built of fourteen sections, 360 feet span each. The
bridge is 135 feet above the river at low water.
+ There were consumed nearly 7,000 tons of iron in
its building, and it was designed and executed by
a Russian engineer.

The Volga also well merits being ranked among
the great rivers of the world. It is navigable for
over 2,000 miles, and to within a few hundred miles
of St. Petersburg, as it takes a semicircular sweep
from the northwest towards Nijni Novgorod, and
thence in a general southeastern direction to the
Caspian Sea, which it enters at Astrakhan. A
canal has been constructed from Ladoga Sea to
Rybinsk, the head of the navigation of the Volga,
so that vessels can go from the Baltic down the
Volga to the Caspian Sca, thus cutting right
through middle European Russia, bisecting it by
a waterway of over 2,500 miles.

The Volga, where we crossed it, very much re-
sembles the Mississippi River, as well in size as in
other points. To form some notion of the size and
volume of water in this mighty river, I would say, at
the point where the railroad crosses the river it is
just a mile wide at low water. At times of high
water it is from four to cight miles wide. The
channel near the bridge at low water has a depth
of twenty feet, and at high water of 100 feet.
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The velocity of the current when the river is at
its flood is said to be thirty feet per second, and in
its low stage, fifteen or twenty feet per second.

From Batraki to Wajsaowaja, a distance of 500

RUSSIAN VILLAGE ON THE UFA RIVER

miles, there are the same fertile treeless plains and
prairies as from Moscow to the former place,
a distance of 600 miles. At Wajsaowaja we
encounter the foot-hills and get our first view of
the Ural Mountains. We here also meet the Ufa
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River, whose sinuous course the road follows until
the summit of the mountains is reached.

Those who from its great length-—being over
1,700 miles from north to south—have been led

FIRST VIEW OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS AFTER PASSING WAJSAO-
WAJA, TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY

to expect an imposing range of mountains, will
be doomed to disappointment. The height is
only moderate, being a little over 6,000 feet at
the highest, in this respect scarcely equal to the
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Apennines. The summit is reached a little be-
yond Zlatoust, at an elevation of 3,000 feet. It
is an easy grade and requires no special effort to
surmount.

On reaching the summit, if one did not know it

THE WESTERN SLOPE OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS ON THE TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAILWAY, BETWEEN UFA AND ZLATOUST

was the Ural Mountains, he might well believe he
was on the railway summit of the Alleghanies near
Altoona, so similar to it are the surroundings.
Zlatoust, a large town, is most important in several
particulars. It was until recently the *“Botany
Bay” of Russia. Here one occasionally sees
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prisoners chained in gangs destined to work in
the mines or perhaps, doomed to the solitude of
farther Siberia.

Zlatoust is in the centre of the iron regions of
Russia. A very fine quality is produced here in

.
STATION AT ZLATOUST ON TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY NEAR THE SUMMIT
OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS

great quantities, and being free from both sulphur
and phosphorus, it is consumed principally in mak-
ing sheets and bars for those purposes where the
highest quality is required. )

The region to the northward, extending to Perm
and Ekaterinburg, abounds in gold, copper, mala-
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chite, lapis-lazuli, and other precious metals and
minerals, all of which are being extensively mined
and worked. At the former place, which is located
on the Kama River, there are inmense government
works, employing over 2,000 men. It has one of

MONUMENT ON SUMMIT OF URAL MOUNTAINS INDICATING DIVIDING
LINE BETWEEN EUROPE AND ASIA

the largest steam hammers in the world, and the
foundry turns out steel cannon of unusual size and
quality. They also manufacture firearms here,
said to equal anything manufactured in Europe or
America, and sidearms of unsurpassed excellence.
It is from these localities in the Ural Mountains
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that what is known in America as “ Russian iron”
comes.

In Zlatoust, also, there are great government

FASTERN SLOPE OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS ON THE TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAILWAY, MIDWAY BETWEEN ZLATOUST AND TSCHELJABINSK

works for the manufacture of steel cannon and
other arms. Cutlery of various kinds is made
in large quantities, and it is said the swords are of
exceptional quality. There are also produced mar-
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vellous castings from pig-iron. The statuettes cast
out of this metal are marvels of artistic beauty and
technical skill. Their quality, it is said, is due
largely to the superior moulding sand produced in
this region, but I am of the impression that it is

EASTERN SLOPE OF URAL MOUNTAINS ON TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY,
EIGHTY MILES FROM THE SUMMIT OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS

more properly attributable to the rare qualities of
the iron, which seems to flow with unusual fluidity,
producing castings so delicate in detail as to be
scarcely distinguishable from bronze. These art
products are rapidly finding their way into Euro-
pean markets.
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The town is located on a pretty little lake nestled
most picturesquely among the hills, almost on the
summit of the range.

Shortly after leaving Zlatoust we pass a large

ON TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY JUST BEFORE ARRIVING AT TSCHELJABINSK

stone monument erected at some distance from the
railway. On one side is, in Russian, the word
“Europe,” and on the opposite side *‘Asia.” It
marks the boundary between Europe and Asia.
One, however, does not need a monumental token



IN SIBERIA 61

to learn that he is passing from one great geo-
graphical division to another, for the sparse pop-
ulation, uncultivated lands, and general wild aspect
only too clearly indicate that he has suddenly en-
tered Siberia.

Here a few facts may aid the imagination. The
Russian Empire contains a little over one-seventh
of the land surface of the entire globe, and about
one-twenty-fifth of its whole surface. European
Russia, with Poland and FFinland included, has two
million square miles, with over one hundred mil-
lions of people. The Central Asian provinces,
with the Caucasus, Merv, and Kars, has 1,500,000
square miles, and 14,000,000 people. Siberia con-
tains nearly 5,000,000 square miles #nd a popula-
tion of only 4,000,000. When we reflect that its
area is nearly three times that of Europe, which
has over 200,000,000 people, it is a matter of no
great surprise that one quickly detects his advent
into this empty country.

The eastern slope of the Ural Mountains is, for
a space, more abrupt than the western, but it soon
enters upon a gentle slope that continues until it
touches the western edge of that great level plain
which seems to stretch indefinitely to the east. On
leaving the summit we join the Isset, a small river,
whose course we closely follow until it deflects to
the northeast, becoming a tributary to the Irtish,
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itself one of the main branches of the great Obi
River. Fifty miles farther on in the plains we come
to Tscheljabinsk, where ends the first section of
this great railway. ; .

It may not be amiss to give the results of my

RAILWAY STATION AT TSCHELJABINSK, THE END OF THE FIRST SECTION
OF TRANS-SIBERIAN  RAILWAY, AT TIE EASTERN FOOT OF URAL
MOUNTAINS

observations respecting this year’s crop conditions
in the country through which I have passed, con-
stituting as it does the finest cereal region in all
European Russia. From a deficiency in rainfall,
extending continuously over a period of almost four
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months, an alarming shortage of all crops, even
grass, is certain to exist throughout an immense
area, reaching through several hundred miles east
and west, and perhaps five hundred miles north and

ENTERING THE PLAINS OR STEPPES OF SIBERIA ON THE TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAILWAY, ONE HUNDRED MILES EAST OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS

south—an area about equally bisected by the Volga
River and the railway line throughout this vast
tract. This includes five of the largest and agri-
culturally the most important governments of Rus-
sia, containing from ten to twelve million people,
and it is almost certain that enough cannot be raised
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this year to meet the wants of more than one-fourth
of its population.

The government of Samara (said to be twice as
large as Belgium) lies in the centre of the stricken

CROSSING THE SIBERIAN STEPPES, TWO HUNDRED MILES EAST OF THE
URAL MOUNTAINS, ON THE SIBERIAN RAILWAY

region, and here already much distress has devel-
oped. I learn, on passing through, that the Czar
has just given 500,000 rubles for the relief of the
sufferers. The region over which the drought ex-
tends is the finest wheat region in Eastern Russia,
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and in ordinary seasons supplies a large surplus for
export to foreign countries. I was informed by
a Russian official connected with the ministry of
railways, that they would probably have to bring
into this region where the shortage has occurred,
from other sections of Russia, from fifty to eighty
million bushels of grain, to supply the necessary
food to the inhabitants and seed to the farmers. The
self-sustaining power of this great empire is fully
made manifest by the fact that while so serious a
shortage has occurred in one great section, in many
others, such as the Crimea, the Caucasus, and the
newly settled lands in Siberia, abundant and even
excessive crops are reported, so that not only can
the deficit be fully supplied from her own home re-
sources, but there will be left over a fair surplus
for export.

The foregoing, however, only tends to bring into
stronger relief the fact that year by year the once
wide margin between supply and demand in the
food products of the world is gradually being nar-
rowed, and suggests some uncomfortable reflections
as to what might result if, instead of many years of
yield much above the average, as it has been during
the past ten years, the world should be called upon
to meet years of average production—quite as prob-
able a contingency—to say nothing of the pos-
sibility of years of continuous deficiency.
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As my objective point lies somewhat over 2,000
miles east of this, and less than 200 miles from the
northern China border, and as it has to be per-
formed by taking slow and uncertain railway trains,

VIEW ACROSS SIBERIAN STEPPES, THREE HUNDRED MILES EAST OF THE
URAL MOUNTAINS

not to say exhausting troikas, you can form some
notion of the wearisome journey I have in pros-
pect. I have long since learned, however, that
nothing well worth can be achieved without cor-
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responding outlay of energy. As the Macedonian
pikeman said in answer to an inquiry why he was
content to follow the Grecian commander on his
fatiguing conquests, “If you take no pains, you
get no gains.”

I shall probably write you from Tomsk, about

GROUP OF KIRGHIZ TARTARS AT STATION ON SIBERIAN RAILWAY

twelve hundred miles east of this. It may be
several days, however, as I shall probably tarry
some on the way. The railway line runs over
1,200 miles right through the domain of the Kir-
ghiz, the most interesting of all the Tartars, and
a most important character to study. I am in-
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formed that they are yet the same untamed
nomads that, under Mondzuk and his succes-
sors, as a mongrel Tartar and Mongol horde,
swept with such destructive fury nearly 1,600
years ago through the length and breadth of Eu-
rope, holding even Rome in terror for several
centuries.
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ON SIBERIAN STEPPES, EIGHT HUNDRED MILES EAST OF URAL
MOUNTAINS
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The Asiatic continent—A glance at Siberia, its geography, physical
characteristics, etc.—The great rivers of Siberia—Erroneous im-
pression of Siberia—Vast area of level land—No difficulty in
construction of railway—Similarity of Western Siberia to a great
portion of the United States—The error of Americans respecting
trans-Missouri River country—The route of the Siberian rail-
way—Its construction and equipment—Stations on railway in
Siberia—Track, bridges, etc.—Accumulated grain on the route
from Kurgan to Tomsk—The necessity for increased facilities
on Siberian railway—Flora and fauna of Siberia—Agricultural
resources of Siberia—Possibilities of the country,

Towmsk, August, 1898.

MacniTupEs and distances are pitched to such
a huge scale on this mammoth Asiatic continent
that one must needs fortify himself by constant
reference to maps and charts in order to maintain
his bearings, and even to know his whereabouts.
If you will refer to your map, you will see that
this is north of Burmah and quite on the longi-
tude of Calcutta, and is nearly 1,800 miles east of
the Caspian Sea and well at the middle of the
northern border of the great Chinese Empire, from
which it is distant only about 400 miles.

To aid in forming an intelligible understanding
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of the country through which I have passed, and
of the railway that traverses it, a brief glance at
the main geographic and physical characteristics

VIEW ACROSS THE IRTISH RIVER, SIBERIA

of Siberia may, I believe, properly be made. Our
maps show us that Siberia is a vast country of
nearly 35,000,000 square miles area, extending,
from the northern confines of China and Turkestan
to the Arctic Sea, through over thirty degrees of




SNIVNIOK TVAA 40 ISVA SATIN AFAANAH ¥N04 ‘AVAVTIVY NVINFAAIS NO NOLLVLS



Digitized by GOOg[G



RIVERS OF SIBERIA 77

latitude, and, from the Ural Mountains in the west
to the Pacific Ocean in the east, through about 130
degrees of longitude. Truly, this is a country of
‘“ magnificent distances.” .

In substantially parallel courses there are many

VIEW ACROSS THE ISHIM RIVER, SIRERIA

mighty rivers flowing through the entire breadth
of Siberia into the Northern Sea. The chief ones
are the Obi, the Yenisei, and the Lena. The
main stems of these rivers ‘usually extend south-
ward 1,000 or 1,200 miles, when by numerous
radiating tributaries they spread fan-like through
an immense area of country, finally finding their
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source in the great, high plateaus of Central Asia.
The railway line, therefore, in its western half

ON THE TOM RIVER, SIBERIA

passes through the upper reaches of the Obi and
the Yenisei rivers.

Somehow I had formed the idea that Siberia
was, in the main, a mountainous, broken, barren,
and even sterile country, covered with forests—
which opinion, I am inclined to think, is some-
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